
LIBERAL STUDIES COMPETENCY REVISIONS 
 

On April 20th the Faculty Senate voted to approve changes to the competencies for Liberal 
Studies courses. In addition, minor changes to the requirements for writing courses were 
approved. Attached is a list of the current competencies and a copy of the Liberal Studies 
curriculum changes approved in March 2016 with the revised writing requirements (section V). 
 
Rationale for the Competency Revisions 
There were two main reasons for revising the competencies. First, they were unclear. As a result, 
many instructors found it difficult to interpret the competencies as they developed and taught 
courses. Second, multiple learning outcomes were folded into each competency, which limited 
their utility as measures of student learning outcomes for program assessment. 
The revision process took time because I wanted as much faculty input on the revisions as was 
feasible. To those ends, the ad hoc Liberal Studies Evaluation and Assessment Committee 
(LSEAC) drafted an initial set of revisions. I then asked five instructors of Liberal Studies 
courses in each competency area to review them and suggest revisions. The Liberal Studies 
Coordinating and Policy Committee (LSCPC) met face-to-face to respond to these suggestions 
and make further revisions. The writing competencies were subsequently revised by a faculty 
committee and the final version was presented to the Faculty Senate. 
 
How the Revised Competencies will be Implemented: 
For Existing Courses 

1. Instructors (and/or departmental representatives) do not need to revise competencies for 
an existing Liberal Studies course until it is submitted for re-approval in a few years. No 
approval cycle had been established so the LSCPC will set a schedule when we meet 
again in Fall semester. Most likely, we will have a four- or five-year review cycle, which 
means that courses developed in 2014 would be up for review in 2018 or 2019. 

2. In the meantime, instructors may revise their courses to meet the new competencies and 
writing requirements if they wish. If an instructor opts to revise their course design, only 
minor changes are appropriate (e.g., modifying an assignment or the content of a test). 

3. If instructors revise their courses as above, they must revise their syllabus to include the 
new competencies and identify which assessments will measure them. 

 
For Courses Now Under Review and for Future Submissions 

1. If a course is currently under review for Liberal Studies approval we will contact the 
instructor and help them modify their course design to meet the new criteria. 

2. Instructors who submit courses from now on will design the course and syllabi to meet 
the new requirements and to align with the revised competencies. 

 
I will soon provide a detailed course submission guide for instructors, which will replace the 
instructions now posted on our website. Josh Mills, Assistant Director of Liberal Studies, is 
central to the course approval process and can answer questions you have about courses currently 
under review and give advice about how to prepare new course submissions. 
 
Please note: After discussion with various academic deans and advisors, the Liberal Studies 
Coordinating and Policy Committee (LSCPC) determined that Directed Independent Study (DIS) 



credit cannot count as a Formative Experience. This change is reflected in the attached 
"LibStudiesChanges_Final" document (section 3.A.4). 
 
As always, I will be happy to answer questions about the Liberal Studies program, including the 
recent changes. 
 
Annette Schwabe 
Director of Liberal Studies 
Associate Dean of Undergraduate Studies 

 
 
 

LIBERAL STUDIES COMPETENCY REVISIONS 
 Approved by the Faculty Senate on 4/20/16  

 
Written and edited by the LSEAC, Liberal Studies Area Faculty, and LSCPC. 5/18/16 

 
 Each set of competencies will be preceded by verbiage that indicates what students will be able 
to achieve by the end of the term such as “Students will be able to”.  
 
General Education  
A. Quantitative and Logical Thinking  
 1) Select and apply appropriate methods (i.e., mathematical, statistical, logical, and/or    
     computational models or principles) to solve real-world problems.  
 2) Use a variety of forms to represent problems and their solutions.  
 
B. English Composition  
 1) Compose for a specific purpose, occasion, and audience.  
 2) Compose as a process, including drafts, revision, and editing. 
  3) Incorporate sources from a variety of text types.  
 4) Convey ideas clearly, coherently, and effectively, utilizing the conventions of standard 
     American English where relevant.  
 
C. Social Sciences/History  
 1) Discuss the role of social or historical factors in contemporary problems or personal    
     experiences.  
 2) Analyze claims about social or historical phenomena.  
 
D. Humanities and Cultural Practice  
 1) Interpret intellectual or artistic works within a cultural context. 
 2) Use a cultural, artistic, or philosophical approach to analyze some aspect of human   
    experience. 
 
E. Ethics  
 1) Evaluate various ethical positions.  



 2) Describe the ways in which historical, social, or cultural contexts shape ethical    
     perspectives.  
 
F. Natural Sciences  
 1) Pose questions or hypotheses based on scientific principles.  
 2) Use appropriate scientific methods and evidence to evaluate claims or theoretical   
     arguments about the natural world.  
 3) Analyze and interpret research results using appropriate methods. 
 
 
G. E-Series  
 1) Analyze the major questions or problems in the course using various intellectual   
    perspectives.  
 2) Demonstrate the relevance of ideas or findings from the course.  
 3) Communicate arguments central to the course using clear, coherent prose that utilizes   
    the conventions of standard American English.  
 4) Discuss relevant ideas from the course using sources from a variety of text types.   
     University-Wide Graduation Requirements  
 
H. “W” (State-Mandated Writing)  
 1) Compose for a specific purpose, occasion, and audience.  
 2) Compose as a process, including drafts, revision, and editing. 
 3) Convey ideas in clear, coherent prose that utilizes the conventions of a standard   
     language.  
 
I. Scholarship-in-Practice (SIP): 
 1) Apply relevant areas of scholarship to produce an original project.  
 
J. Diversity (for both X & Y courses):  
 1) Analyze some aspect of human experience within a culture, focusing on at least one   
     source of diversity (e.g., age, disability, ethnicity, gender, language, race, religion,  
     sexual orientation, social class, or other). 
  2) Explore one's own cultural norms or values in relation to those of a different cultural  
      group.  
 
K. Upper-Division Writing (“UDW”)  
 1) Use appropriate evidence from multiple sources to illustrate how a chosen topic is   
     relevant to a particular field.  
 2) Employ different resources such as words, graphs, charts, and images to compose in  
     the field.  
 3) Compose as a process, including drafts, revision, and editing.  
 4) Convey ideas clearly, coherently, and effectively for a particular purpose, occasion, or   
     audience as appropriate for the field. 
 
L. Oral Communication (OCCR)*  
 



M. Computer Competency*  
 
*Approval requirements for these courses are established by the Undergraduate Policy 
Committee (UPC) at present. 
 
 

CHANGES TO THE LIBERAL STUDIES PROGRAM PROMULGATED BY THE 
LIBERAL STUDIES COORDINATING AND POLICY COMMITTEE ON 2/3/16 

 
BACKGROUND 

Major changes to the university Liberal Studies program were approved by the Faculty Senate on 
April 24, 2013 with the provision that these changes would be implemented in 2014, tracked 
over a three-year period, and amended as necessary. The following document lists amendments 
to the new program, based on the experience of the past two years. These amendments were 
discussed and approved by the Liberal Studies Coordinating and Policy Committee (LSCPC), 
chaired by Annette Schwabe, Associate Dean of Undergraduate Studies. The details below 
explain amendments to the many signature features of the new program, including 
E-series courses, Scholarship in Practice courses, and Upper Division writing courses. Additional 
items clarify criteria for writing courses and grading practices. 
 

APPROVED CHANGES 
Based on consensus by members of the LSCPC in February 2016 and approval by the Faculty 
Senate on March 16, 2016, the following changes in policy, curriculum, and course requirements 
will be implemented. 
  
I. E-Series  
 A. Reduce the student requirement to one course (from two).  
 B. All instructors (including adjuncts and post-docs, but not graduate students) can 
 develop or teach them. Courses developed by one instructor can be taught later by 
 another instructor (but not by graduate students).  
 C. Modify requirements for approved writing courses as follow.  
  1) Must meet substantive writing requirements (see section V(B) below).  
   2) The following are no longer required in courses approved for E-Series:  
    - 35% of grade must be based on written assignments   
    - Explicit instruction in writing  
    - Writing across “modes and settings” (hard to interpret and, thus,  
        employ)  
    - Word count (two “substantial” written assignments replaces  
        this)  
II. Students may now take “W” courses to meet part of their Liberal Studies General Education 
writing requirement.  
 
E-Series courses previously met six of the twelve credits of State-mandated English Composition 
(writing) requirements. As students are now required to complete only one E-Series course, they 
can now also meet the 12-hour requirement by completing “W” (State-Mandated Writing) 
courses, which:  



 1) Include the roughly 83 “W” courses through which students under Bulletins prior to 
 2015-16 can meet their State writing requirement.  
 2) Are posted on the Liberal Studies website and were updated in late January based on 
 feedback from chairs stating which courses continue to meet the UPC writing standard. 
 They will be updated again after spring semester based on feedback from chairs.  
 3) Will be grandfathered in, but will be reviewed and either re-approved or removed from 
 the list of approved courses in 2-4 years. Timeline will be decided by the LSCPC.  
 4) Must to adhere to the standards for all courses as above if submitted for first-time 
 approval and when re-approval cycles begin for existing courses.  
 
Students will now meet State Writing requirements (12 hours) through  
 1) ENC1101  
 2) ENC2135  
 3) 1 E-Series and a “W” (State-Mandated Writing) course or two E-Series courses 
 (reserve caps might be implemented).  
 
Notes:  
 1. The Liberal Studies review process will be modified for “W” course submissions.  
 2. Chairs will be notified how to submit “W” courses for approval when a process is 
 finalized. 
 
III. Scholarship-in-Practice (SIP):  
The primary aim of these courses is to engage students in the application of knowledge from a 
particular field of study and to use critical and creative thinking to “create a tangible product or 
outcome.”  
 A. What now counts as a Formative Experience:  
  1) Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program (UROP)  
  2) Approved Study-Abroad experiences through International Programs.  
  3) For-credit internships supervised by a faculty member.  
  4) For-credit, faculty-supervised research (not to include DIS).  
  5) For-credit, faculty-supervised field experiences (e.g., service learning through  
      the Center for Leadership and Social Change, Career Center, Center for Global  
      Engagement, or Entrepreneurship).  
  6) Honors in the Major undergraduate thesis credit.  
  7) SLS 3717 (Peer Tutoring course with 25 or more hours of community service) 
 B. Students can meet their SIP requirement by taking two different courses with the same 
 prefix. This better conforms to the aim of SIP courses (as above) and reduces excess 
 credit. Further, while some departments have multiple prefixes and others have few, this 
 removes differences across majors in the opportunity to take SIP courses within the 
 major.  
 C. There is no distinction between lower-division and upper-division SIP courses, which 
 was implemented sometime in late 2014. However, this remains unclear to most faculty 
 and may constrain course development.  
 
IV. Upper-Division writing:  
 A. What counts:  



  1) Liberal Studies-approved courses (as before).  
  2) Honors in the Major undergraduate thesis credit (new).  
 B. 1- or 2-credit repeatable courses can be submitted for approval as Upper-Division    
    writing courses.  
Note: Students can meet this requirement with 1- or 2-credit courses so long as the student takes 
at least three credits total in the repeatable course approved for Upper-Division writing.  
 
V. Requirements for all required undergraduate writing courses at FSU:*  
 A. Meets the definition of college-level writing, which is writing that:  
  1) presents a clearly defined central idea or thesis.  
  2) provides adequate support for that idea.  
  3) is organized clearly and logically.  
  4) is presented in a format appropriate to the purpose, occasion, and audience.  
  5) utilizes standard conventions appropriate for study in English. [For all writing  
      courses except Upper-Division Writing]  
 
 For Upper-Division Writing, the fifth part of the definition is 
   5) utilizes the conventions of a standard language.  
 B. Specific substantive requirements 
  1) Two or more substantial writing assignments or the equivalent.  
  2) A set of criteria for assessing student performance on writing.  
  3) Feedback on student writing. (Feedback may be from various reviewers, but  
      must include instructor response.)  
  4) Opportunities for revision.  
 
*ENC1102, ENC2135, E-Series, “W” (State-mandated writing), and Upper-Division Writing 
Courses.  
Note: Examples of assignments that meet the standards will be provided to reviewers as part of the approval process. 
 
VI. Required course grades will be a “C-” (C minus) or higher for the following:  
 A. State-mandated General Education courses including:  
  1) Quantitative and Logical Thinking  
  2) English Composition*  
  3) E-Series (writing component meets State requirement)*  
  4) “W” (State-Mandated writing)* *A student must still earn a “C-” on the graded 
      writing assignments to receive a C- in the course.  
 B. Graduation Requirements  
  1) Upper-Division writing  
  2) Natural Sciences 1-credit lab  
 
Notes:  
The State requirement for writing courses (A 2-4 above) is a “C”. However, because FSU allows 
“+/-” grades a “C-” can be construed as meeting this State requirement.  
 
Liberal Studies policy was silent on the minimum grade required for two newly-added 
graduation requirements, Upper Division Writing and the 1-credit Natural Science Lab. The 
default was a D- (D minus). The minimum grade for SIP courses continues to be an “S” in S/U 



courses, but is set at C- in courses that are not offered as S/U. The minimum grade for these three 
courses is now consistent with minimum grades set for other graduation requirements.  
 
The “C-” will be retroactive, applicable to undergraduates who matriculated under the 2015-
2016 Undergraduate Bulletin. We are working with the Registrar’s Office to manage students 
who might be re-taking a course in which they received a “C-” and who assumed they needed a 
C. 
 


